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NEWSLETTER FROM THE COMMODORE'S DOCK OCTOBER, 1975

Too many weeks have passed since the last newsletter, and they have
all been full of sailing and related activities., With this week-end, how=~
ever, the "soft water" season secures in the Midwest for most scow sailors
and we reluctantly store our boats in anticipation of next spring, or in
the case of the MC'ers, the Midwinters at Ft., Myers, Florida - tentatively
scheduled for Feb., 27-28-29, 1976,

The activity of most concern to MC members, the Annual Meeting, was
held Sunday, August 17th, Sixty two members were present. After a report
from your commodore regarding the meeting in Shreveport, April 26, 1975,
with Bud Melges, president of Melges Boat Works, Inc., Mr. Tom Meyer, vice-
president and director of marketing the MC, was introduced. Tom emphasized
their objective to produce a one-design boat in agreement with the associa-
tion. He presented two minor changes to the boat that the Boat Works was
considering - to eliminate the board neck and to eliminate the flooring. A
poll of the membership indicated a decisive approval of the board neck
change but objected to the floor proposal. Mr. Meyer reassured the member-
ship no changes would be made to the boat that would affect its performance.

Election of the Board of Governors and the Commodore was conducted in
accordance with the recently adopted changes in the Articles of Incorpora=-
tion and By-Laws. Bill Crum, Fleet #4, and Bob Lewis, Fleet #7, were elect-
ed to three year terms; Dan Grady, Fleet #1, and Carl Reuterdahl, Fleet #7,
two year terms; Larry Price, Fleet #8, and Pete Smith, Fleet #3, one year
terms; Rear Commodore (automatic) Frank Keenan, Fleet #6; and your new
Commodore, Bill Crum, who will take over Jan. 1, 1976.

Invitations for the 1976 National Regatta were extended from Fleet 10,
Grand Rapids, and Fleet #5, Dallas. The membership indicated their prefer-
ence to be Dallas ~ tentatively the first full week-end in October.

MC Regattas dominated Michigan's '75 geason. The MC National Regatta =~
Muskegon, August 15-16-17 - was outstanding. Mr. Ray lMorency, with first
mate, Cleo, and the hard working Muskegon Yacht Club crew, put together the
"greatest" regatta. Any one of the 62 skippers who participated will attest
to that fact. The race results are as follows:

1. Charlie Harret, Jr. Gr. Rapids 15 3/4 points
2+ Paul Richards Gr. Rapids 25

3, Jim Bowen (won 2 races) Spring Lake 28 1/2

4, Tom Munroe Muskegon 35

5. Happy Fox Gr. Rapids 37

6. Harry Protzeller Shreveport 38

(1971 NWational Champion)

7. Goober Hiller Wisconsin 41

8. Paul Wickland Spring Lake 50

9. Jim Hook Spring Lake 53

10. KXen Kornolje ‘ Spring Lake 53



The Board made two notable decisions during the Regatta. One, con-
gcerning racing, prevents a skipper from throwing out a race wherein he has
been disqualified. The other made Ray Morency an honorary member., The
Morenecys donated a beautiful Perpetual Trophy in memory of their oldest son,
an avid sailor, The trophy, to be given to the winner of the first race of
the National Regatta, was won by Terry Bailey, Muskegon. No one antici-
pated this gift and no one can fully express our thanks.

Ms. MC for 1975 - a very lovely little. seven year old, Kathy Grady,
Shreveport, La., who wore her crown and robe with much grace during Sature
day evening's party and added a new dimension to this regatta.

The Western Michigan Regatta, held one week before the Nationals, had
43 boats in the MC fleet, largest of the five scow fleets participating.
Dave Starkey, Spring Lake, repeated his 1974 vietory. ILarry Price, Happy
Fox, Carl Reuterdahl, Jim Coffin, Tom Cassady, Bill Ruoff, Jim Bowen, Scott

Caston and David Frye followed in that order. Two vears ago seven MC's
made up the fleet.

Lake Fenton's 2nd Invitational was sailed the week-end after the
Nationals. 26 boats participated., Rain was the order of the two days =
only three races were sailed. Charlie Harret, Jr. picked up where he left
off in the Nationals, winning again. But he did by only 3/4 of a point
from a newcomer, Trisha Keenan, skippering her first regatta. Larry Price,
Hugh Walborn, Happy Fox, Bob Lewis, George Nickels, Pat O'Brien, Chris
Tavener and Christi Price followed.

Spring Lake's 2nd Invitational, Sept. 13-14, blew hard as it did a
year ago. When it was all over Paul Eggert, this year's "Holiday-in-Dixie"
winner, won with 16 3/4 points. Hugh Walborn, second - 18 3/4 and Larry
Price, third - 19 3/4, Paul Richards, Gary Verplank, Happy Fox, Glen Wal-
born, Dave Hough, Pat O'Brien and Scott Caston made up the remainder of the
first ten in the 38 boat fleet.

“Ft. Myers Fleet #11, Royal Palm Yacht Club, hosted an Invitational
Regatta Oct. 11-12. Jim Kinsey, Ft. Myers, won - with 4 firsts! Karl
Theiss, Orlando, was second, Wally Pack, Ft. Myers, third and Bill Crum,
Orlando, fourth,

November 19 -~ the deadline for air bag flotation., Foam flotation
will be required in all boats after this date.

Fleet Captaing - review Article VIII -- Fleet Government, specifically
sections 2 and 3 and take action as required.

Members - please forward any matters you feel of importance to the

growth and continued success of this organization to the Secretary so action
can be taken before next spring when we expeet to reprint the by-laws.

MC SATILORS HAVE THE MOST FUN!

Frank Xeenan
Commodore
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