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Editor’s Note

SER – John Cole

Commodore’s Corner

It’s a kick to be the editor of this magazine for so 
many years. I think back to 2012 when I drank too 
much and stayed up late gabbing with “Finkster” 
about how the MC magazine could be so much 
more than just regatta reports inset with polaroids 
of trophy recipients. I didn’t know it at the time but 
that turned out to be a job interview for the new 
MCSA Communications Director position. Those 
of us who plan and strategize what will be included 
in the next Touch of Class simply call it the TOC. 
There have been lots of missed deadlines and a few 
mistakes here and there but mostly I think we  
accomplished our goal to improve the product;  
incredible full color photos, feature articles and 
places for the average MCSA member to contribute 
ideas, observations and levity. It’s always been a 

group effort – Dan Fink, Nancy Lee, all the tal-
ented photographers – Mari, John, Lisa, Evan & 
Bill plus everyone else who put pen to paper for our 
enjoyment, especially Eric Hood, who’s always good 
for a timely regatta write up. I thank you all. This 
is my last issue; work has gotten very busy, I’ve got 
new grand babies and too many other obligations to 
be able to continue. Ron Hull is taking the helm, 
bringing his unmatched enthusiasm for the MC 
and the racing sailing lifestyle to bear. He will put 
his own touches on the TOC and I can’t wait to see 
the next issue. 

Sail fast 
Bob Wynkoop 
MC 2175

We have much to be thankful for in this Holiday 
season. Our Class membership is strong and the 
Class is hosting regional regattas all over the country. 
Our sanctioned events are well attended, and many 
new boats are being built further strengthening our 
Class. 

I would like to thank Joe Fricton, and David 
Helmick as outgoing Board members as well as 
Bob Wynkoop for his many years of service as our 
Communications Director. I would be remiss, if I did 
not thank our current Board members, Dan Fink, 
Brian Morgan, Mike Keenan, Andy McDonald, and 
Stefan Schmidt, for their assistance and guidance as 
well. 

Please welcome our newest Board members, Al 
Haeger, Ron Hull and Scott Harestad. Scott is the 
new Vice Commodore and Ron will keep busy as as 
Communications Director. With the new year Dan 
Fink also moves up to Commodore, as he takes over 
leadership of our Class. 

Although my time as Commodore is over, I look  
forward to working with the current Board members 
in my new role as Rear Commodore, and as the  
ongoing Secretary for the Class. I hope to see you all 
at our regional and sanctioned events, and wish you 
all the best in the coming New Year.

Richard Blake  
Commodore



2 3Touch of Class Winter 2018 Touch of Class Winter 2018

Richard Blake lives in Galloway, Ohio, a 
suburb of Columbus, Ohio, and Sails out 
of Hoover Sailing Club. Richard is married 
to Tracy, and is a father to three girls and a 
grandfather to two grandchildren. Richard 
is a Director in the Legal Department of the 
Ohio Bureau of Workers’ Compensation. 

Richard currently sails MC # 2161.

David Helmick is a MC sailor since 2009, 
and a longtime Florida one design and off 
shore sailor. He’s the current Commodore of 
Lake Eustis Sailing Club and often accom-
panied by his lovely wife Nancy.

 
Joe Fricton is married to Jenny, and has 
two boys, Lucas and Charlie. Joe lives in 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, and sails on Lake 
Harriet, He is currently working on growing 
team racing in the MC fleet. Joe learned to 
race at the University of Iowa, and is now 
teaching his love of sailing to his boys. Off 
the lake, Joe is an attorney representing 

dental practices and other small health care businesses. 

Mike Keenan started sailing in 1958 with his 
brother Tom on Spring Lake in a pram with 
an oarlock on the transom and a skate sail. 
In the early 1960’s we crewed for our Dad on 
his C Scow and soon thereafter Dad found 
himself off the boat. In the early 1970’s Dad 
hopped into an MC and Dad and Mom 
became founding members of the MCSA. 
Following a career as a carrier-based Naval 

Aviator, President of a lighting company, husband to Carol, and 
father of four…..I purchased my first sailboat, MC 2010. I re-
gained my sea legs as a member of the Hoover Sailing Club and 
have been active on the regatta circuit for the past seven years. 
I truly enjoy the friendships, comradery, and competitive spirit 
found in the MCSA, and I look forward to the opportunities of 
promoting and enhancing MCSA membership.

Andy McDonald grew up sailing at the 
Indianapolis Sailing Club. After participat-
ing in a few different classes, he decided 
to campaign a Thistle for many years all 
around the country. In 2000 he was fortu-
nate enough to win the Highlander Class 
National Championships. As an empty 

nester with three sons out in the world, Andy discovered sailing 
again through the MC Scow. His first MC Scow race was Race 
#1 at the 2015 Nationals and he has made several MC regattas 
since and is a driving force in the new fleet in Indy.

Stefan Schmidt originally from Shorewood 
(Milwaukee), WI. I started sailing as an X 
boat crew for renowned M-16, MC racer and 
ILYA/national race officer, Bill Best on Big 
Cedar Lake, WI around 1960. Many years 
later (mid 80s) I started skippering, getting 
hooked on Badger Tech racing at Hoofers 
Sailing Club in Madison, WI where I now 

live with Kristi Betts (often seen with her bright green kayak 
at regattas on the circuit). I have owned and raced Lasers, 
Windsurfers, M-20s, I-20s, E scows and served as Mendota Y.C 
Commodore in 2001. The MC fleet (since around 2010) is my 
primary home for racing now. I am so impressed by the joyful 
and generous spirit of this class and am thankful to all who have 
helped me try to improve. Where else can someone compete 
in large venues in all regions of the country against all levels of 
racing ability? 

Dan Fink aka “Squad Car.”

Meet the Board of GovernorsBoard of Governors
Commodore   
Richard E Blake   Fleet 54 2018
 Hoover SC, OH
 Galloway, OH  
 614–465–9990 Rblake3@columbus.rr.com 

Vice–Commodore   
Dan Fink  Fleet 58 2019
 W257 S10550 Horseshoe Lane 
 Mukwonago, WI 53149
 414-344-8765 webmaster@mcscow.org

Rear–Commodore   
David Helmick  Fleet 04 2018
 530 Estates Place  Lake Eustis SC, Fl 
 Longwood, FL 32779  
 407–774–4271 sailorking@aol.com 

Josiah Fricton  Fleet 42 2018
 Minneapolis, MN  Lake Harriet YC 
 651-357-7918 josiahfricton@yahoo.com

Stefan K. Schmidt  Fleet 69 2019
 930 Waban Hill
 Madison, WI  Mendota YC
  StefanH5@aol.com

Andy McDonald  Fleet 103  2019
   Indianapolis SC   
 Carmel, IN  
  andy.k.mcdonald@att.net

Mike Keenan  Fleet 54 2020
 Strongsville, OH  Hoover SC
  commandenergy@sbcglobal.net

Brian Morgan Fleet 5   2020
  Rush Creek YC
 449 Terry Lane
 Heath, TX 75032
  themorgans449@att.net

Treasurer/Secretary   
Dan Fink  Fleet 58 
 W257 S10550 Horseshoe Ln Little Muskego YC, WI
 Mukwonago, WI 53149  
 414–344–8765 webmaster@mcscow.org 
   

Communications   
Bob Wynkoop  Fleet 99 
 83 Brookhaven Dr  Essex YC, CT 
 Glastonbury CT 06033  
 860–324–4586 Communications@mcscow.org 
   
Race Committee & PRO   
Chip Mann  Fleet 46 
 2606 W Lake Park Court   Cedar Lake YC, WI 
 Mequon WI 53092  
 414–254–2174 john.d.mann2606@gmail.com 
   
Website   
Dan Fink webmaster@mcscow.org
  
   
Technical Committee    

William Hendershot  Fleet 94 
 Canada Club de Voile Deux-Montagnes

 450–455–2091 will.hendershot@gmail.com 
   
Steve Sherman  Fleet 82 
 4737 Adams Privateer YC, TN 
 Hixson, TN 37343  
 423–432–6501 steve@Optistuff.com 
   
Andy Burdick  MPS 
 PO Box 1  
 Zenda, WI 53195  
 262–275–1110 andy@melges.com 
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Dan Fink 
(414) 344-8765 | FinkFood-MadSails@yahoo.com    
Contact Dan today for Dealer Pricing.
MadSails.com | Ryan Malmgren, Owner. 

Clark Wade using his new 2018 Mad Max Sail:
1st   Cage Match Regatta
2nd  Nor’ Eastern Championship
2nd  Cowan Scow’n Regatta
1st   Season Champion Hoover SC

Madison, WI

The Ditty Drawer No telling what you might find in here.

These three MC owners were part 
of the entertainment at Fleet 99’s 
(Essex, CT) Christmas Party.  None 
of them had ever put a name on 
their boats so the crowd was given 
a chance to vote on several. The 
MC Applause Meter measured the 
favorite for each skipper. 

L to R, Dirk Plas (SANDWEDGE),  Vic Hoehnebart (VICAPEDIA), Burke Wasserman (TIPSY). 

Fleet 99’s Christmas Party

SER photo by John Cole
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ILYA Invitational
Fleet 74 - Nagawicka Lake YC, WI, July
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99 Bottles of Beer
Fleet 99 - Pettipaug YC, CT, July 

Proven SPeed

UK Sailmakers Chicago
2323 S. Michigan Ave. 
Chicago, IL 60616
Loft Tel: 312-326-1053

From day one our sails have proven to be 
fast out of the bag and caught the eye of 
top sailors in the MC Class. With continued 
involvement in the class and fine tuning of 
our designs they are now at the top of every 
regatta. The results speak for themselves. 

Check our website and see the victory list or 
inquire about our fast sails with John Porter, 
Ryan Grosch, Mike Considine or our East 
Coast representatitve Bob Wynkoop. Make 
2019 your year to shine! 

Mike Considine: mike@uksailmakers.com 
John Porter: jp@uksailmakers.com
Ryan Grosch: ryang@uksailmakers.com
Bob Wynkoop: wynkoop@sbcglobal.net

BUy With ConfidenCe  raCe With ConfidenCe

Mari Johnson, Regatta Girl Photography

WMYA Western Michigans
Fleet 8 - Muskegon YC, MI, July
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ILYA MC Championship
Fleet 52 - Upper Minnetonka YC, MN, August

Interlake
Fleet 36 - Clear Lake YC, IA, August

Continued on page 11
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Nor’ Easterns
Fleet 76 - Keuka YC, NY, August

MCSA Youth Championship
Fleet 46 - Cedar Lake YC, WI, August

The Scow History Documentary Film Project

Join the team and 
help preserve the 
history of Scows

View the sampler at
www.woodrufffilmco.com/sample

Contact:

Woody Woodruff, Filmmaker, MC 2458
303-898-7870  •  woodruffwoody@comcast.net  •  www.woodrufffilmco.com

On location with Buddy Melges at Lake Geneva
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Dorn Memorial
Fleet 15 - Lake Beulah YC, WI, September

MCSA Team Championships
Fleet 52 - Upper Minnetonka YC, MN, September

10th Annual MC Team Racing Fall 
Regatta
MC Team Regatta Racing Brings 
Champagne Sailing on the Upper 
Minnetonka The Upper Minnetonka 
Yacht Club hosted the tenth anniversary 
of the MC Scow National Team Regatta 
on its home lake. Competitors were treat-
ed to champagne sailing conditions with 
winds between 9 and 15 miles per hour, 
sunny skies, and temperatures between 6 
8 and 70. The 2018 edition of the Team 
Regatta over the September 8 - 9th 
weekend brought evenly matched teams, 
close racing, and tight finishes. Believe it 
or not, it has been ten years since the first 
MC Team Regatta on Clear Lake - and 
it’s still going stro ng.

Those unfamiliar with the team racing 
format, each team consists of three boats 
in a round - robin competition against 
other three boat teams. The strategy is 
a combination of speed, boat handling 
skills, and tactics over a short course. 

This year’s race on the Upper 
Minnetonka was a windward - leeward 
with a long windward offset. At the 
windward mark competitors exited in the 
“non - traditional” starboard side, then on 

a reach to the offset and downwind to the 
one leeward mark exiting in the “normal” 
port side. Competitors went around the 
course - twice.

Because of the scoring unique to team 
racing, during the race, teammates keep 
an eye not only on their competition, but 
each other to see what place they are in. 
A team finishing with 10 or fewer points 
wins. So, on the boat, while everything 
else is going on inside the boat and out-
side the boat, you need to do the math. 
For instance, a 1, 2, and any other place 
wins; a 1, 3, and another finish wins; A 2, 
3, 5 finish is a winning combination as is 
a 1, 4, 5 finish. 

And while on the course, if your team 
numbers are not adding to a winning  
combination, then tactics become 
critical. Teammates will cover oppos-
ing competitors to better the position of 
another teammate. Another might drive 
a competitor clear off the course. Mark 
trappings and tacking duels - anything 
within the rules to gain a better position 
and gain a winning combination is fair 
and were witnessed on the water.

Meanwhile, for the 2018 edition of the 
Team Regatta, competitors enjoyed lunch 

at t he UMYC marina in its park - like 
setting on Enchanted Island. After the 
competition, competitors and guests en-
joyed dinner at a local restaurant enjoying 
great food, drinks (first round was on the 
UMYC), great conversation and planning 
for next year’s team regatta racing.

Top results for the 2018 Team Regatta: 
First Place: Joe Fricton, John Grzybek, 
and Joe Reincke. Second Place: Keith 
Morical, Dave Abramson, Jamie Fraser; 
Third Place: Noel Neuman, Darin 
Newman and Rich Gross, and Mike 
Schlutz. The UMYC will host the 2019 
edition of the Team Regatta on the Upper 
Minnetonka Lake. Plan for 2019’s Team 
Regatta - it’s unique; it’s challenging; and 
above all, it’s fun! 

2018 MCSA Team Champs
First Place: Joe Fricton, John Grzybek, 
and Joe Reincke.

Second Place: Keith Morical, Dave 
Abramson, and Jamie Fraser

Third Place: Noel Neuman, Darin 
Newman and Rich Gross, and Mike 
Schlutz  (Rich and Darin teamed up 
together)

MCSA Blue Chip Championship
Fleet 07 - Spring Lake YC, MI, September
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Do Not Buy ANY Boat Cover  
Until You Study This Comparison Chart 

 

Call 1.800.800.6050 NOW for 
The FREE Sailor’s Pack!  It includes: 

 
FREE  How to Choose the Right One-Design Sailboat Cover 

FREE  Poly Army Duck and Acrylic fabric samples. 
FREE  Diagram of what correct seams and hems look like. 

Skirted Mooring Cover is pictured.  
Also available:  Traveling cover,   
Bottom cover, Cockpit cover.  

 The Sailors' Tailor, Inc. 
Call Toll FREE                            1-800-800-6050 ….          

1480 West Spring Valley-Paintersville Rd.  
Spring Valley, Ohio  45370  www.sailorstailor.com 

          Sailors’ Tailor                                         Competitors 

Typically lasting 7-10 years                                                Industry norm is 5 years 

PTFE Teflon thread at NO UPCHARGE                                Chemically stripped polyester thread lasts 2-3 years 
Unique waterproof Vinylike double-coated Poly Army Duck    Uncoated, or laminated fabric that delaminates & leaks 
Flat-Felled seams double stitched through 4 layers               Single or chain stitched through 2 layers 

Double-folded hems stitched through 3 layers                      Turned-up hems stitched through 2 layers 
Ample reinforcing over all stress points                                Little or no reinforcing over wear spots 
Stand-up flaps that snap around stays                                Gaping opening or Velcro that fails at the first sign of grass 

5/16” elastic shock cord in the hem AND tie downs               Tie downs or cotton draw cord 

Supplied hardware                                                            A trip to the hardware store 

kwwinterpark
kellerWilliams.

Cell:      321.302.8388   
Email:   j.howells60@kw.com 
Office:  407.545.6430

Sail Into Central Florida!
Whether you are relocating or purchasing a 
second home, June is here to provide clear sailing 
through the process from search to closing with 
expertise, local knowledge & integrity.

• Live in the perfect area for regatta sailing all winter long
• Close to Disney, Sea World & Universal 

Contact June today to learn more about this pristine area of Florida.

June Howells, Realtor® 
& Past Commodore, LESC

Die Hard
Fleet 42 - Lake Harriet YC, MN, September

Cowan Scow’n
Fleet 45 - Cowan Lake SA, OH, September
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Southwest Championship
Fleet 32 - Windycrest SC, OK, September 

Long John Regatta
Fleet 103-Indianapolis SC, IN, October 

Fall Dinghyfest
Fleet 05 - Rush Creek YC, TX, October

Canadian MC Championship
Fleet 94 - Club de Voile Deux-Montagnes, QC, September
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Southeast Regional
Fleet 04 - Lake Eustis SC, FL, November

ELEVATE YOUR PROGRAM WITH 
CHAMPIONSHIP WINNING SAILS & EXPERTISE.
Contact your local loft or MC Scow National Champion 
and Quantum expert Bill Draheim to learn more.
Bill Draheim  |  bdraheim@quantumsails.com



22 23Touch of Class Winter 2018 Touch of Class Winter 2018
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Midwinters Regatta, photo by John ColeMidwinters Regatta, photo by John ColeMasters Championship, photo by Lisa KreischerNationals photo by Bill CrawfordSER Photo by John Cole
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Nationals photo by Bill CrawfordSER Photo by John Cole
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Midwinters Regatta, photo by John ColeMidwinters Regatta, photo by John ColeMasters Championship, photo by Lisa KreischerMidwinters Regatta, photo by John ColeNationals photo by Bill CrawfordSER Photo by John Cole
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Southeastern Championship, photo by Mari JohnsonMidwinters Regatta, photo by John ColeNationals photo by Bill CrawfordSER Photo by John Cole
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p Donation for good works $________

For the 2019 sailing season, Sustaining 
Membership funds will be earmarked  
to introduce MC sailing to the future  
of our class by subsidizing youth  
oriented regattas, racing clinics,  
and MCSA memberships.

2019 MC Sailing Association Dues

MC SAILING ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Please make your check payable to the MC Sailing Association and mail to:

MC Sailing Association
W257 S10550 Horseshoe Ln

Mukwonago WI 53149

Sustaining Member Regular Member

p 1 year  $35.00

p 2 years  $70.00

p 3 years  $105.00

p 1 year  $55.00

p 2 years  $110.00

p 3 years  $165.00

NAME_________________________________________________________BOAT #________

ADDRESS___________________________________________________________________

CITY, STATE, ZIP________________________________________________________________

HOME PHONE________________________________________________________________

US SAILING #_____________________________E–MAIL_______________________________

The value of your boat depends on the success of your class.



Jim Gluek  jim@melges.com Harry Melges  harry@melges.com Andy Burdick  andy@melges.com

NORTH SAILS ZENDA 262.275.1110

O R D E R  T H E  S A I L S  T H AT  D O M I N AT E D  I N  2 0 1 8

northsails.com

Photo credit - Hannah Noll

1ST

ILYA Championship
1ST

Masters Championship 
1ST

La Belle Tune Up

1ST

ILYA Invitational Championship
1ST

Wisconsin State Championship
1ST

Spring Shakedown

1ST

WMYA Championship
1ST

Halloween Regatta
1ST

Cedar Lake Spring Regatta
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